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Quality Begins At Ground Level

Welcome from Woodruff & Sons. Our 
new newsletter is committed to giving 
you an insight into how we’ve built our 
business and reputation and maintained 
such a high quality of work for over 
60 years.

We will be putting together some great 
articles every quarter that highlight 
current industry related news as well as 
keeping you in touch with our company, 
employees and family. Our hope is that 
you find something that interests you 
in this newsletter, learn something new 
about our industry, or perhaps just 
enjoy being introduced to our team!  

The Florida Transportation Builders 
Association Inc. has a new slogan, 
“Road Building Feeds Our Family”.  Here 
at Woodruff & Sons we couldn’t agree 
more.  In this slowing economy a major 
struggle for any business is the struggle 
to keep the workforce going. 
Even in these uncertain times, 
Woodruff & Sons guarantees that we 
will never lower our standards or our 
commitment to excellence.  We take 
pride in developing close and honest 
relationships with our customers.  

these failures.  The I-35W Bridge 
was rated a 4 on a scale of 0 -9, 
with 9 being perfect and 0 requiring 
shutdown.  Hundreds of other 
working bridges are in similar shape.

After the incident, the United States 
Department of Transportation told 
all States to inspect bridges similar in 
design and construction to the one 
that collapsed, there were 756 such 
bridges that needed inspection.

These deficiencies have a very real 
cost to economic growth.  The poor 
condition of roads costs $120 billion 
a year in repairs, operating costs, 
time wasted in traffic and 3 billion 
gallons of fuel each year.  Poor road 
conditions contribute to a third of all 
highway accidents, adding a financial 
cost of over $200 billion each year.  

Not only is the United States not 
keeping pace with growth, but also 
we are not keeping pace with the 
maintenance that’s required.  As a 
result, our infrastructure is simply 
failing.  To eliminate it’s weakness 
the United States would have to 
spend about $1.6 trillion over a 
five-year period to bring the nation’s 
infrastructure to a good condition.
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Welcome to Infrastructure Insights

Our lead article in this newsletter 
reveals to you just how much trouble 
the infrastructure of the United States 
is truly in. We need to invest in 
America’s economy for our nation’s 
safety, health, and security while 
providing jobs all across the country.  
This is why we believe that QUALITY 
BEGINS AT GROUND LEVEL.

Thank you for letting us share our 
thoughts with you. We are open to 
your comments and suggestions for 
future articles and of course we look 
forward to being considered for your 
next project.

In the 19th century the USA had 
the world’s biggest economy.  
One of its greatest strengths 
was infrastructure, from rails 
and telegraph lines to the 
airports and the fiber optic 
networks of today.  Now we are 
struggling in almost every area.  
From waterworks to bridges and 
dams, highways to mass transit. 

>>>next page

America’s Infrastructure - Is it Safe?

On August 1, 2007, we all saw the 
horror unfold when the I-35W Bridge 
in Minneapolis collapsed killing 13 
people and injuring over 140 more.  
Could this have been prevented?  The 
bridge design had been considered 
outdated for decades because a single 
failure of a structural part could bring 
down the whole bridge.  

About 11% of the nation’s steel 
bridges lack the protection to reduce 

A report card by the 
American Society 
of Civil Engineers 
gave the nation C’s 
and D’s in 14 of 15 
categories.

With best regards,

Roy, Don, and

Bruce Woodruff

Talking about industry developments, innovations and projects

And Florida needs $200 billion to put it right...



Getting the job done with Benderson Developments 
The opening of University Park Center

Benderson Development 
Corporation, one of the largest 
private developers in North 
America, have been working 
with Woodruff & Sons over the 
past few years on numerous site 
developments in Manatee and 
Sarasota Counties.  

These projects have always had 
very tight completion dates, and 
there was no exception when 
they presented us one of their 
latest projects in April of this 
year.  Park Place at University 
Park Center, a 30-acre site has 
234,000 square feet of retail 
space including a Kohl’s Store.  

To make the grand opening, 
Woodruff & Sons had to 
complete the infrastructure 
and site work, which included; 
grading, storm sewer, utilities, 
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A Much Needed 
Overhaul of America’s 
Infrastructure (cont.)

Got a new project?
Call Woodruff & Sons

941-756-1871

So, how does this relate to us in 
Florida? 

*34% of major urban roads are congested
*Driving on roads in need of repair costs                             
Floridian motorists $1.1 billion a year
*Congestion in the Sarasota Bradenton 
area costs commuters $353 per person in 
excess fuel and lost time.  
*Eighteen percent of Florida bridges 
are structurally deficient or functionally 
obsolete 
*There are about 20 state determined 
deficient dams in Florida. plus 100 high 
hazard dams
*Florida’s drinking water infrastructure 
needs $3.7 billion over the next 20 years.  
*Florida loses 364 million gallons of 
drinking water a day due to leaking pipes.  
*Florida has $9.96 billion in wastewater 
infrastructure needs.  

The 2008 Report Card of Florida 
by the American Society of Civil 
Engineers gave the state an overall 
C, with a total investment of $200 
billion needed to improve the state’s 
infrastructure. The future is most 
definitely not bright!

fire mains, curb and gutters, and 
paving, by the end of July.  This 
was a necessary time frame in order 
to provide Kohl’s with the certificate 
of occupancy they needed to get 
their store ready for the anticipated 
opening date of September 28th.

With one of the largest fleets of 
heavy construction equipment 
and some of the most experienced 
personnel in the area, Woodruff 
was able to work aggressively at all 
levels.  While working together and 
alongside all the other contractors 

on the site, we delivered the 
project at the highest level of 
quality and in the time frame 
required.  

Woodruff & Sons takes great 
pride in accomplishing every 
project on time and to the 
satisfaction of our customers.  
We are extremely proud of our 
employees for their quality of 
work and the effort they put 
in to complete the Park Place 
project, and we wish Benderson 
Development and their tenants 
the best of luck for the future.

“...one of the largest fleets 
of heavy construction 
equipment and some of the 
most experienced personnel 
in the area.”

Woodruff and Sons has 

continually demonstrated the 

ability to meet and exceed our 

expectations. Their hard work 

and determination on our 

projects has proved to be a great 

asset to the Benderson team. 

It has been a pleasure working 

with Woodruff. 

 - Randy Benderson

>>>next page

Woodruff in the Community
Supporting the Red Cross

Woodruff & Sons supports many 
charities in the community each 
year. In the case of the Manatee 
Chapter of the American Red 
Cross, our commitment goes 
beyond just monetary support, to 
volunteering with the Red Cross.

Our company feels a deep 
responsibility to supporting the 
Manatee County Chapter of 
the American Red Cross.  The 
services that they provide in 
times of disaster are invaluable 
to the people of this community; 
managing shelters in times of 

hurricane and flood disasters, 
supporting victims of house fires, 
giving assistance to the families 
of people serving in the armed 
forces and services enriching our 
area youth are just a few examples.

We are proud to announce 
that Paul Bakker, of Woodruff 
& Sons, has been elected to 
the Board of Directors of the 
Manatee County Chapter of 
the American Red Cross.  He 
commented; “ This past year it 
was an honor to have Woodruff 
& Sons, Inc., recognized as a 
Crusader Hero in the American 
Red Cross’ “Heroes for Red 
Cross” fundraising campaign, 
as well as becoming the first 
Manatee County Red Cross 
Chapter’s Community Partner.”

At Woodruff & Sons we 
are ready to quote on 
your next project.  Contact 
Dennis Holt today and find 
out why we are the most 
qualified and respected 
infrastructure contractors
in the area.

Tel: 941-756-1871



Getting the job done with Benderson Developments 
The opening of University Park Center

The Investment in GPS Pays Dividends
Benefiting accuracy and productivity

GPS systems for consumer 
use are currently exploding 
on to the scene.  Motorists 
are purchasing them to direct 
them to their destination easily 
and accurately. Surprisingly, 
variations of the same system 
have been used for years 
to accurately survey land 
development sites.

Investment in the GPS systems 
has provided Woodruff & 
Sons a huge payoff in saving 
valuable time, particularly in 
tight deadlines, which in turn 
benefits our customers. We 
began installing GPS Grade 
Control Guidance Systems on 
selected dozers and motor 
graders, back in 2004.  These 
GPS systems allow information 
from a base station to be 
transmitted to the machine’s 
computer which assists the 
equipment operator in grade 
control for cutting and filling 
designed earth profiles.

The process begins in the CAD 
Department with project drawings 
which are used to create a 3D 
model of the project.  This is then 
downloaded to the base station 
and computers mounted in the 
equipment.  The on-site station 
connects with a GPS satellite 
establishing its position and 
“locking in”. It then transmits the 
downloaded data using receiving 
radios that are connected to 
the grading blade controllers.  

Essentially, this gives a built 
in blueprint of exactly what is 
required at any given point on 
the project.

By having the machines equipped 
with GPS we can grade the job, 
(roads, building pads, lake 
bottoms, and slopes) more quickly.  
This saves time by not having 
to wait for surveyors to come 
back and we are able to move 
on to the next step, (laying sod, 
dumping base, etc.) because  we 
know our elevations are correct.

GPS has also helped by recording 
existing utilities such as gas 
and water for our as-builts. 
Just knowing the location and 
elevation has helped us prevent 
damage to utilities. At any given 
time we can find exact location 
and elevation of a utility on the 
as-builts by the push of a button. 
Engineers comment that they 
have never seen jobs completed 
with such close tolerance. 

woodruffandsons.com941-756-1871
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Woodruff in the Community
Supporting the Red Cross By using the GPS system 

Woodruff & Sons operates one 
of the most modern equipment 
fleets in the area.  Just one of 
the reasons that we are able to 
deliver quality service and meet 
deadlines.

Away from work Woodruff & Sons employee Mike Nichols enjoys 

a hobby of restoring and customizing old British motorcycles. 

Six years ago Mike purchased a 1973 Triumph Tiger and began 

restoration. Since that time the bike has won several bike 

shows around the Tampa Bay area in the antique and overall 

classes. Mike, with the help of Woodruff & Sons mechanic Papo 

Concepcion, is currently restoring a 1972 Triumph Café Racer.  

Mike and his Bike...
A Passion for Motorcycles

The investment in 

the GPS system has 

provided Woodruff & 

Sons a huge payoff in 

saving valuable time.



Focusing on People
Woodruff & Sons’ Surveying Crew Chief of 40 Years!

Wayne Hoskins was born 
in Indiana on November 
27th, 1931 and is one of 
nine children. He has been 
Surveying Crew Chief at 
Woodruff & Sons for nearly 
40 years. 

Originally, Wayne worked 
for the City Engineer in 
Michigan City, IN where he 
ran the surveying crew for 
ten years.  While working 
on city projects he met Roy 
Woodruff and joined the 
company in 1969. Five 
years later he and his family 
headed south to work for 
Woodruff & Sons here
in Florida.  

Wayne has worked on hundreds 
of Woodruff and Sons projects 
throughout the Sarasota 
Bradenton area and across the 
State of Florida. During that 
time he has witnessed huge 
growth in the company and was 
involved in the surveying of the 

corporate office and shop here 
in Bradenton. 

Wayne notes how much 
technology has changed 
his job over the years, from 
utilizing chains for measuring, 
progressing to advanced total 
station instruments and
GPS Systems. 

Over the years Wayne’s two 
sons have worked at Woodruff 
& Sons and his daughter is still 
employed with our company.

Wayne lives in Bradenton with 
Barbara his wife of 56 years.  In 
his free time he enjoys being 
involved in his church and takes 
great pleasure in looking after 
his house and garden.
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Check out our NEW website 
launching in Nov 2008 
for more information 

about Woodruff & Sons 
capabilities and projects.

woodruffandsons.com

Woodruff Online


