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Quality Begins At Ground Level

Times are changing in the construction 
industry, but at Woodruff and Sons, those 
changes and trends seem to mirror what 
we’ve been doing all along. For example, 
many municipalities are now bidding 
projects with a request for Construction 
Managers. Basically that provides for a 
lead entity to work with and manage 
sub-contractors through the design and 
building process. Our company has a 
long and rich tradition of creating and 
sustaining positive working relationships 
with sub-contractors and working to 
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ensure that projects are completed on 
time and on budget.

We have pioneered techniques and 
processes that have benefited our 
clients since the company was founded 
by our father, Roy, in 1946 in Indiana. 
We thrive in an environment where 
problem solving and collaboration 
result in an improved end result. 

Design-Build is an approach that is 
becoming more prevalent with many 
municipalities. This method allows us, 

Contributing to the
Community Through
Keep Manatee Beautiful
Woodruff and Sons has been a big 
supporter of Keep Manatee Beautiful 
efforts for many years. Based on a 
grant from Sarasota Bay Partners 
recently we were able to help 
complete an important project that 

as construction experts, to participate 
during the design process with 
constructability reviews and advice 
on how to provide our client with 
the most value and best product for 
their money.

Recently Woodruff and Sons was 
selected for a large design/build 
project in Tampa. We’re very excited 
about this new project and how our 
involvement from design through 
construction will benefit our client and 
the community.

Yes, times are changing with new 
approaches and new technologies but 

to us, it’s just another day at the office! 
We’ll continue to use our decades of 
knowledge and experience to improve 
how we do things in order to ensure 
the best results for each of our clients.

keeps residents and visitors alike 
enjoying areas along the Palma Sola 
Scenic Highway. 

The state designated scenic highway 
stretches 4.5 miles along SR 64 
West/Manatee Avenue West from 
75th Street West to East Bay Drive on 
Anna Maria Island. It features two 
boat ramps, several small watercraft
   launching areas, the Palma Sola
                    Causeway (a City of
              Bradenton park), as well as  
        as the Robinson Preserve, 
Perico Preserve, and Neal Preserve.  

Four areas along the highway were   
        being degraded from vehicles
           driving on the shoreline edge 
                                                  Along with other community
                     organizations, Woodruff

and Sons assisted in the project which 
focused on resource protection, 
maintenance, preservation, and 
enhancement. While the Sarasota 
Bay Partners grant provided $3,000 
towards the project, the value of the 
completed work was nearly $82,000.

For its part, Woodruff and Sons 
contributed extensive labor for 
grading, trucking and spreading of 
shell, installing rope and bollards 
and straightening existing bollards. 

      
                             said Don 
Woodruff. “We were also able to 
beautify the area so it is a more 
enjoyable experience for visitors. 
      It’s one of those projects that 
         helps keep tourists coming 
            back to our community.”

Just a Few of the
Charities That Woodruff 
& Sons Supports

Red Cross

Salvation Army

United Way

Meals on Wheels

Local Food Banks

He Reigns Rescue Ranch

Prospect Riding Center

Foster Kids Programs

Boys and Girls Clubs

Local Schools and Programs

And so many more...

woodruffandsons.com

Terry Shaw & John “Boston“ Falasca

“Our focus was to 
remove nuisance 
vegetation and 
improve the parking 
areas to help preserve 
and protect the natural 
vegetation as well
as the shoreline,”

Ride on toys for Foster Kids
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Drainage Project Helps Reduce
Flooding on Anna Maria Island
Solving drainage problems on a barrier island is no small feat, but Woodruff and Sons, in partnership 
with Lynn Townsend & Associates and the Cities of Anna Maria Island Public Works Departments have 
developed a solution that drains roadways and helps keep bays and estuaries clean.

“We’ve been working on this project for several years, addressing one problem area at a time,” said 
Matt Anderson, Project Manager. “We were able to do research and development with LTA and the 
City which resulted in an infiltration system that helps to alleviate flooding on the island which comes 
with summer showers. Improving drainage using conventional methods just isn’t effective because the 
average elevation of the road is only three feet above sea level, and when the storm drainage system 
drains to the bay, your storm system is always inundated with sea water which reduces capacity.”

Anderson said they’ve been able to tweak and modify the design since beginning the project in 
2012. “We started with one little problem area that needed to be fixed,” he said. “Then as more 
areas were identified we worked on them as the budget has allowed.”

The system is basically a French drain that uses gravity to direct excess water through a trench filled 
with gravel limestone and piping with holes in it. “It’s a very functional system,” he said. “The benefit 
to this is that the gravel provides a direct conduit to the water table which allows the surficial aquafer 
to be recharged. Secondly the system acts as a filter as no water is directly discharged to the bay 
and therefore the pollutant load on our oceans is decreased.” 

Woodruff and Sons’ typical efficiency played a big role in the success of this latest section. “We did 
this during tourist season so we were very mindful of any inconvenience it might cause. We showed 
up, did our work, and minimized effects on residents and visitors.”

Staying on top of the latest developments in the industry can be hard work, but 
it can be a lot of fun too! Woodruff and Sons has had a tradition since 1981 
of taking a group of valued employees to CONEXPO-CON/AGG, the largest 
international event in the Western Hemisphere for the construction industry. 
While it began as an event held every six years, it is now every three years. 
In March we took 44 management, supervisors and long-term employees to 
Las Vegas for this year’s event. Many of our team brought along family so our 
contingent from West Florida and Indiana was 65 people strong!

This year’s theme for the event was ‘Imagine What’s Next’, spread over 59 
acres at the Las Vegas Convention Center, both indoors and on the grounds. 
There were dealers showcasing their equipment, computer companies 
demonstrating new software systems for the industry, and many new and 
exciting construction products on display. Our team soaked up the new 
information and came back with many ideas which can be put to good use 
on behalf of our customers.

They also had fun. “We wanted our loyal, hard-working employees to be 
rewarded with both an educational and personal experience,” said Linda 
Wakeman. “Many had never been to Las Vegas and took the opportunity 
to sight-see, play golf, go cycling and even visit the Grand Canyon. Just 
like all of the traditions we’ve developed at Woodruff and Sons over many 
decades, this one offers benefits for our valued customers as well as our 
family of employees.”

Woodruff Team Mixes Business
with Pleasure at Construction Expo
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It’s not that unusual to relocate an existing water main to provide 
for future development. What is unique about the US 20 project in 
Michigan City, IN, is that the Woodruff and Sons crew was able to 
salvage the existing pipe and re-use it. 

The project consisted of removing approximately 1900 linear feet of 
ductile iron pipe, cleaning it, and reinstalling it in the new location. 
“We don’t do that very often,” said Chad Wakeman, project manager. 
“We had to be very careful not to damage the pipe. Because the pipe 
was only a few years old, it was a good cost-saving measure for the 
city’s Department of Water Works.”

Unique Indiana Project
Offers Cost Saving for City

Ed Byers named 
Superintendent for 
our Indiana Division
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Indiana Water Projects Provide 
Improvement While Minimizing 
Disruption for Residents

Woodruff and Sons has completed two major projects with the American 
Water Authority in Indiana. Each required the crews to minimize impact on the 
surrounding neighborhoods and residents. “The first, located in Chesterton is 
referred to as the Michigami Trail project,” said Chad Wakeman, project manager. 
“It was a replacement of 3,300 linear feet of 8 inch water main. The pipe ran 
along the roadway so it encroached on the road and curb. Once the main line was 
installed we had to connect the services to the houses. The crew was very conscious 
of keeping destruction to a minimum, keeping driveways open and making sure 
that all work areas were kept safe for children who lived and played in the area.”

As a testimony to the efficiency and safety conscious efforts of the Woodruff and 
Sons crew, a resident of Michigami Trail sent a note to the company which read, 
“I just wanted to take a moment and let you know that I feel your employees are 
doing a wonderful job. They kept the streets and yards tidy and did their best to 
make sure things that many children in the neighborhood could mess with were 
put away. They had to dig in my yard and I am pleased that the work area was 
minimal, and they already put grass seed down.” 
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At the September ribbon cutting for the new Lorraine Road extension in Lakewood 
Ranch, Schroeder-Manatee Ranch (SMR) C.E.O, Rex Jensen lauded the project as a 
“road intended to complement a lifestyle, and be a good fit with the community. This 
is a unique piece of infrastructure.”

Woodruff and Sons built the 2.2 mile stretch of newly constructed four-lane highway 
that extends from University Boulevard south connecting Manatee and Sarasota 
Counties. It offers an alternative to 1-75 for motorists while providing infrastructure 
for future development in the Lakewood Ranch area.

“The project consisted of building new roadway and installation of a 24 inch water 
main and 12 inch force main for future use,” said Matt Anderson, project manager. 
“Along with the typical infrastructure, it also has some very unique features that 
makes it more forward-thinking and resident friendly.” With future plans for a school 
and park on the east side of the road, Woodruff and Sons constructed a box culvert 
underneath the road that will serve as a tunnel for children rather than having to 
cross a busy highway. The 8x10 pedestrian tunnel offers a safety feature for the 
development planned for the west side of the road. The landscaping includes lighting 
and vegetation in the median that are functional and beautify the area.  “We also 
excavated a lake that one day could be one heck of a fishing hole,” said Anderson. 

The SMR team gave great praise to the Woodruff and Sons team on the project. Roger 
Aman, SMR project manager said, “The Woodruff team was great.” And during the 
ribbon cutting ceremony, Mr. Jensen referred to Woodruff as being like “Godzilla 
with a bulldozer.” According to Anderson, the project was very successful and just 
another example of Woodruff’s ability to provide clients with innovative, high quality, 
construction expertise and excellent customer service.

Lorraine Road Extension Offers 
New North-South Connector

The second Water Authority project located in Hobart, IN was completed in three phases, all of which were done using directional drilling rather than 
an open cut. According to Wakeman three different streets were affected. “The total project included 6,000 feet of 4 inch to 16 inch water main pipe. 
We used a sub-contractor for the drilling and then our crews completed all of the tie-in’s and water services to the homes. This approach allows for us 
to go underground in contained spots, minimizing disruption to the road, sidewalks, and driveways in a busy neighborhood.”

“...all work areas were kept safe for children 
                      who lived and played in the area.”
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Kenny Woodruff’s love of old cars began 
in high school while working at a scrap 
yard. He became interested in the 
cars from the 50’s and 60’s.  Today he 
drives a 36 Chevy Business Coup which 
he calls a ‘work in progress.’ Kenny, a 
truck driver with the company based in 
Indiana, has been with Woodruff and 
Sons for 30 years.

Focusing on People

2125 E. US 12
PO Box 450

Michigan City, IN 46361
Phone: 219-872-8605
Fax: 219-879-5339

Terry Shaw, employed with Woodruff & 
Sons in Florida as a truckdriver for 27 
years, grew up with a father and brothers 
who shared their love of old cars. 

His first was a 1937 Chevy pick-up that 
he drove to high school. He ‘got the bug’ 
which turned in to fixing them up then 
selling them so he could start a new project. 

Terry Shaw & John “Boston“ Falasca

Kenny Woodruff

He and his wife Debi are currently working on a 1932 Ford Roadster pick-up that they 
plan on using for cruzin’ to the beach.

John “Boston” Falasca has been a trucking sub-contractor for Woodruff & Sons in Florida 
for over 30 years, although only employed with us as a truckdriver for 8.  John’s passion is 
1949-1951 Mercury’s.  He has had many merc’s over the years and still has 1 in his shop. 

Terry and John have been friends since 1977. They built F100 pick-ups together.  John 
had a 1955 and helped Terry find a 1954.  They drove them everywhere and showed 
them at car shows.  They even did some racing.  Terry did drag racing and John did 
circle track racing.


