
Quality Begins At Ground Level

When you think about all the tragedy 
and hardship that our entire nation has 
experienced in 2020, it can be difficult 
to find the blessings. But at Woodruff 
& Sons we have. As an essential 
business that has continued to provide 
services that improve our community’s 
infrastructure, we have fared very well. 
We have been able to continue working 
during this pandemic and provide our 
valued employees the ability to support 
their families. But our hearts go out to 
those who have suffered loss and are 
struggling to make it through this time. 

Keeping our crews, their loved ones, 
and our customers safe has been a 
top priority. Like everyone, we’re 
doing things we never thought we’d 
do. We are taking temperatures as 
employees arrive for work and asking 
health related questions. Our offices 
are closed to the public and have 
limited access to our own employees. 
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Welcome to Infrastructure Insights
CELEBRATING 75 YEARS IN BUSINESS IN 2021

Like so many businesses, we have 
meetings outside or on zoom. And 
we clean, clean, clean to keep our 
offices safe. Our hope for the entire 
world is that vaccines and treatment 
are rapidly developed so we can 
resume being able to get close to 
friends and family without worrying 
about their health. It is not going 
to happen tomorrow, but we have 
faith that we will get there.

In 2021, Woodruff & Sons will 
celebrate its 75th Anniversary. We 
know that our success has been 
built entirely on our people. From 
our patriarch Roy Woodruff to our 
newest addition, it is our people 
that are the foundation of this 
company and are the reason for our 
success. Our loyal, knowledgeable, 
hard-working employees are what 
keeps our company at the top of 
our industry. And those long-term 
employees, whose collective expertise 
                 and historical knowledge
             of our services, our customers,
        and our commitment to 
quality, are the greatest asset we 
have. In this edition we take our 
hardhats off to a group of employees 
                   celebrating more than
                 30 years with Woodruff. 

It is our 75 years of experience and 
skill that are the reason our team 
has earned unique and challenging 
jobs like the Master Pump Station 
in Parrish, many new roads and 
community developments that 
we’ve built over the years including 
Lakewood Ranch Boulevard, 44th 
Avenue, and Morgan’s Glen. 
Passing the knowledge along and 
training our own employees to do 
things the Woodruff & Sons way 
has ensured consistent quality and 
problem solving for our customers. 
We promote from within and are 
proud that most of our foremen and 
all our superintendents have worked 
their way up through the company. 
Recently we had some long-term 
employees retire and want to thank 
them for their loyalty and service 

and wish them the best in the next 
chapter of their lives.

Finally, we want to thank our customers 
- our industry and government 
partners - for keeping us busy 
through this most extraordinary time 
in our world’s history. We appreciate 
your continued confidence in our 
services and trust in our relationship. 
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The extension of Lakewood Ranch 
Boulevard to Fruitville Road in 
Sarasota County is a major step 
forward in supporting growth in 
the area. This project completes 
the last link, about 1 ¾ miles, from 
Highway 301 in Parrish to Fruitville 
Road in Sarasota.

According to Matt Anderson, 
Woodruff & Sons project manager, 
crews had to build two roundabouts, 
construct a new traffic signal at 
Fruitville Road, install 16,000 feet 
of RCP storm pipe ranging from 18 
to 60 inches in diameter and 3,000 
feet of PVC potable water main. “It 
also included a 700-foot directional 
drill under Fruitville Road, which was 
no easy feat,” said Matt. 

The sanitary sewer portion was even   
   more complicated. “We had a
           small amount of gravity sewer 
                and force main that had 
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Project Offers Another Main Road Connecting Manatee and Sarasota Counties CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

Morgan’s Glen Offers Quality 
Development in Parrish

Morgan’s Glen is another successful Woodruff & Sons project benefiting the community 
of Parrish in Manatee County. When completed the new subdivision will offer 230 single 
family homes and 150 attached Townhouses. The developer, Neal Land & Neighborhood, 
tapped Woodruff & Sons to complete all the earthwork, which includes digging 14 ponds 
on the site, the underground utilities, and roadways throughout the subdivision.

“With over 14,000’ of storm sewer, 13,000’ of water main and another 9,000’ of 
irrigation main along with 11,000’ of sanitary sewer that includes a 21’ deep lift station 
that feeds 450’ of sewer force main, it’s fair to say this showcases the diversity and wide 
range of capabilities of our crews” said Scott Russell, Woodruff  & Sons Project Manager.

“We also had to deal with a lot of weather issues and the additional dirt from the ponds 
which made it even more challenging,” said Scott. “For example, digging down 21 feet 
for a lift station always presents many safety concerns; but our guys did an exceptional 
job of installing trench boxes during the dig to make it safer because of the water and 
sand we had to work around.”

Using typical Woodruff & Sons ingenuity, the crew made good use of the significant 
amount of additional dirt that resulted from the trenches and ponds they dug on the 
property. “We were able to create a substantial amount of green area designed to give 
the subdivision more of a park feel,” said Scott. “We built berms to give natural barriers 
and create contours throughout the neighborhood, sodded the property and prepared 
for the landscaping company to do its work.” 

Woodruff & Sons’ work is about 75% complete on the 138-acre parcel which was 
originally an orange grove. “When the houses are built and the community comes to 
life, it’s going to be a really nice place to call home,” said Scott.

For decades visitors to Karwick Nature Park in Michigan City, Indiana, 
hiked and fished along the banks of Trail Creek until 2013 when a major 
rainstorm uncovered a long-buried issue that could no longer be ignored. 
Apparently from 1965 to 1971 the area had been used as an unofficial 
dumpsite and sometime during 1972 the trash was covered with sand. 
Eventually plants and other growth took root and hid the dumpsite. 
When the 2013 storm washed away much of the ground cover on the 
east bank of Trail Creek it exposed old tires and trash that was dumped 
there over 40 years before. 

Michael Kuss, General Manager of the Michigan City Sanitary District, 
spearheaded the reconstruction of this park. They received input from 
experts as well as from anglers who had fished the creek for decades. They 
held public workshops to solicit input on where trails should be located 
and what the park should look like when complete. Woodruff & Sons was 
chosen to partner with the Michigan City Sanitary District to reinvent the 
Park and transform it into a source of pride for the community.  

Kevin Bendix, Woodruff & Sons’ Foreman, led the effort that included 
excavating and relocating approximately 23,000 cubic yards of trash 
from the dumpsite. Crews dewatered and handled 4.687 million 
gallons of leachate water and installed a leachate lift station to handle 
the leachate water in the future.  Woodruff & Sons hauled in and placed 
5,700 cubic yards of clay from offsite to cap the existing trash, brought in 
and placed 16,000 cubic yards of sand fill as well as an additional 5,700 
cubic yards of topsoil. As part of the beautification and revegetation 
process the 9-acre site was planted with trees, bushes, and grasses.

Karwick Nature Park and Trail Creek is another great example of 
Woodruff & Sons commitment to excellent project management and 
improving communities through partnerships with local governments

to be rerouted, reconfigured, and redirected,” said Matt. “During all that work, we had to control the flow of 47 satellite lift stations that all drained to the transfer pump 
station we were working on. Three different times we had to bypass the flow in a particular configuration to allow our work to commence while maintaining flow and not 
breaching the system.”

“We were also tasked with installing a long retaining wall to shore up the existing canal bank along the main drainage canal to allow space for the proposed roadway.  This 
incorporated driving concrete piles, precast concrete panels and a poured in place cap,” he said. “Along the other side of the canal approximately 500 linear foot of large 
diameter bank and shore rock rip rap was installed on the existing 20’ tall 2:1 slope to prevent erosion due to the canal realignment. The crew constructed a double 6x7 box 
culvert in the middle of the canal which was built in halves to maintain water and traffic flow.  We excavated and placed 50,000 cubic yards of dirt, much of which was not 
usable soil for building roads. We became very creative and selective in our dirt management.”

The biggest challenge says Matt, was maintaining access to a church and for the local residents during the entire process. “While construction is an inconvenience, we try hard 
to lessen the impacts of our work on the affected residents,” he said. “We were constantly coordinating with the property owners to ensure their ingress/egress was maintained 
at all times, and basic services like mail and waste collection happened without interruption.” 

Completing the last leg of the 18-mile road that connects Manatee and Sarasota Counties, without utilizing the interstate, is a milestone.  Woodruff & Sons is grateful to be a 
part of this major project and work with the outstanding team at Lakewood Ranch and Kimley Horn.

Rejuvenating Karwick Nature Park
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New Coquina Beach Parking Lot Improves Trip to the Gulf
Located on the southern end of Anna Maria Island, Coquina Beach is a popular destination for residents 
and visitors to Manatee County.  Woodruff & Sons was the successful bidder on the first phase of the 
project designed to enhance the beach goers experience by improving drainage in the public parking lot. 

“The parking lot was quite susceptible to flooding and made getting from your car to the water difficult 
during the rainy season,” said Eric Epler, Woodruff & Sons’ project manager. “We replaced the existing 
shell parking lot and frontage roads with a new pervious concrete pavement system which allows water 
to pass through to the underdrain system constructed below the new pavement. This system alleviates 
the flooding that the existing parking area was prone to; then tied the underdrains into a new storm 
water collection system that by design connected to an existing storm water pipe for off-site discharge. 
Since the new storm water collection pipe also benefited drainage along Gulf Drive, a Florida state road, 
the project was partially funded by the Florida Department of Transportation.”

Manatee’s Project of the Decade
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It has been dubbed by local leaders and the media as the ‘road project of the decade’ in Manatee 
County, and Woodruff & Sons has played a major role from the beginning. The company’s multi-year 
involvement in the development of the 44th Avenue extension linking East and West Manatee County 
recently completed the Creekwood phase of the project and now have started a new and vital phase 
of the project which includes crossing the Braden River.

“It’s a great experience to be part of a project to put a new roadway through the heart of the city,” 
said Matt Anderson, project manager. We’ve been an integral part of moving this decade-long 
project forward.”

The most recent phase that Woodruff & Sons completed realigns Creekwood Boulevard to 44th 
Avenue East and extended 44th Avenue east. That phase stopped just short of the forthcoming 
1-75 overpass. It included clearing land, adjusting existing utilities, storm drainage improvements 
and building approximately 3,000 feet of roadway, curb and sidewalk.

“We had to build a new intersection on the existing thoroughfare,” said Rick Losinecki, project manager. “This required our crew to install base and 
asphalt and redirect traffic so they could work safely. This is a pretty well-traveled road, so we had plenty of signage and information to alert drivers 
to temporary changes.” Work on that phase began in January 2019 and was completed in July 2019.

Woodruff & Sons was successful in landing the latest phase of this project, which includes 16,000 feet of roadway and all the utilities for 44th Avenue 
East to extend to I-75 with a bridge over the Braden River. Watch for more information on this phase in our next newsletter. 

Ultimately Manatee County’s 44th Avenue East Extension will provide an east-west connector between downtown Bradenton and Lakewood Ranch. When 
completed, it will include a 4-lane divided roadway with landscaped medians, bike lanes, sidewalks, a bridge over the Braden River and an overpass at 
I-75.   “When our latest segment is completed, our crews will have built over six miles of an additional thoroughfare that will provide much needed relief 
on SR 64 and SR 70. The County’s final product will also give commuters a direct thoroughfare from the Gulf of Mexico at Bradenton Beach via Cortez 
Road to Bourneside Blvd in eastern Manatee County, a 22-mile cross county roadway and another choice for crossing the Braden River and I-75,” said Matt. 

“We love it when a multi-phase project begins coming together. It’s very rewarding for Woodruff & Sons to be a part of this major benefit to the 
community,” said Matt. “This is another well-planned and well-constructed Woodruff & Sons’ project completed in partnership with Manatee County.”

Woodruff & Sons is no stranger to unique twists occurring in the middle of a project and Coquina Beach was no exception. The parking lot and beach are lined with tall 
Australian Pines. As the earthwork began, it was obvious that the shallow root system of the trees would cause a problem. “We engaged an arborist to help 
us determine the best course of action with the trees,” said Eric. “He said they needed to be removed because removal of part of the root structure would 
leave them unstable and they could actually topple over. It was a matter of public safety.”

The decision to remove the trees turned out to be a bit controversial. “There was a public outcry about losing the trees and the shade they provided in 
the parking area, but ultimately, after a several month delay, it was decided the trees would come down. One thing we did that helped with garnering 
good will, and minimizing cost, was to recycle some of the trees at a local sawmill to make them usable again,” he said.

He also noted that the pervious concrete pavement system that was used to replace the existing shell is trade group certified. “There are only three certified 
craftsmen in Florida for this material and Woodruff & Sons used one of them as a subcontractor to install it,” he said. “Ultimately, this is a great project 
for the community and our visitors. It turned out really nice.”



What was initially planned to be a booster 
pump station for the Village of Parrish, 
turned into a major project for Woodruff 
& Sons when Manatee County decided 
instead to build a master lift station with 
gravity sewer and force main connections 
to accommodate future growth.

“Because there are so many new housing 
developments underway or planned, the 
County decided to redesign the site into a 
master lift station,” said Eric Epler, Woodruff 
& Sons’ project manager. “We had to 
provide pricing which deleted the booster 
pump station, in favor of the new master lift 
station. The entire process, from design to 
preliminary pricing through final approval 
by the Board of County Commissioners took 
about 10 months.”

The project features a 20 ft. x 20 ft. 
poured-in-place concrete wet well 
approximately 36 in. deep, a deep 24 in. 
gravity sewer pipe, two new polymer 
concrete manholes, force main piping, 
an electrical control building, and a 
dedicated emergency backup generator. 
“We had the cofferdam built and a local 
subcontractor poured the wet well, which 
had heavily reinforced walls using 
#8 rebar and 2 ft. thick 5,000 
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PSI Class 5 concrete. Dewatering 
was a challenge both during 
construction and when backfilling 
the completed concrete structure.”

The new station is being outfitted 
with three 75 horsepower pumps, 
with the ability to add a fourth 
pump in the future as demand 
requires. Each pump is capable 
of pumping 1,000 gal lons 
per minute at 126 ft. of total 
dynamic head utilizing 12.13 in. 
impellers. With this much power, 
the new station will be able to 
handle the expected demand for 
decades.

Eric says the project is moving 
along well and is on target to 
be completed in early 2021. 

“This project will benefit 
the community now and 
well into the future and 
Woodruff & Sons is proud 
to be part of it,” he said.

Woodruff
People

Village of Parrish Looks to Future Growth with 
Master Pump Station and Force Main

At Woodruff & Sons our 
number one asset is our long-
time, knowledgeable people. 
Their collective expertise, hard 
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Rick Losiniecki
Rick Hoffman
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Dennis Newby
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Danny Harbert

Danny Dan
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Jeff Stanley
Homer Hancock

Sonny Noland
Will Platt

Tom Stockman
Don Clark

Kenny Woodruff
Bob Johannsen
Richard Wolfe

Terry Shaw

We also want to say a very fond farewell and best wishes to three of 
those long-time employees who recently retired.

Mark Dommer
41 years

Hard hats off to all of them!!

work, and loyalty are the very things we promise our clients. It is also 
what we get from and return to our employees. It all goes hand in 
hand. We are very proud to have so many of our employees celebrating 
over 30 years of service to our clients and company. They are the 
individuals who are the foundation of our business and who’s hard 
work and expertise have allowed us to complete hundreds of projects. 
They have helped build long-term relationships with our customers and 
a solid reputation for honesty and high-quality services.

Benny Mitchell
38 years

Steve Valeria
35 years


