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Quality Begins At Ground Level

For years now, everyone has felt the 
sting of the economic downturn that 
began having its greatest impact on 
the construction industry in 2007.  But 
we are pleased to say there is hope for 
the future!

Six years ago, none of us expected the 
severity of the recession or that it would 
last for so long.  For those of us in this 
industry, the lack of readily available 
financing for projects in both the private 
and public sector had a significant 
impact on many businesses being able 
to keep their operations going. 

At Woodruff & Sons, we have been 
blessed with the ability to keep our 
momentum going through the clients 
and reputation we have built based 
on hard work and an unwavering 
commitment to quality construction and 
customer service.  We were able to retain 
a lot of our long term, experienced, 
and valuable employees through the 
worst economic times.  Sometimes that 
meant keeping them busy in our own 
company yard and shop, but that was an 
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important strategy for us to ensure we 
were ready with our best talent and 
experience when the economy turned.

Today we’re seeing a positive trend 
in new projects that will keep our 
team busy well into the future.  
We’ve begun adding numbers to 
our workforce through new hires and 
are proud to be part of the economic 
recovery in the community.

As we celebrate our 40th Anniversary 
of providing high quality construction 
services in Florida, we want to thank 
all of our project partners who have 
helped us keep moving forward.  We 
appreciate the confidence and trust 
you have in Woodruff & Sons, both in 

Florida and Indiana.  You 
are the reason we have 
enjoyed success and growth 

since our beloved father, 
Roy Woodruff, founded the 

company in Indiana nearly 70 
years ago.  The future is bright 
and we look forward to sharing 
it with you!

With best regards,
    Don and Bruce    
           Woodruff

Welcome to Infrastructure Insights
Talking about industry developments, innovations and projects

Everyday Heroes

What started as a normal Friday in 
mid-July for Woodruff & Sons Indiana 
staff Todd Bell, Dave Keen, and Kenny 
Woodruff quickly became a rush to help 
save a young boy buried alive on the 
Mount Baldy sand dune in the Indiana 
Dunes National Lakeshore Park. “We 
got a call from the Chief of Police saying 
they had a boy buried in the sand and 
needed an excavator to help get him 
out,” said Todd Bell.  Within an hour the 
three Woodruff & Sons employees had 
picked up a backhoe and made it to the 
site where dozens of frantic people were 
searching for the child.  

For three hours Bell, Keen, and 
Woodruff worked as a team alongside 
EMS, Law Enforcement, and other 
volunteer rescuers to locate the child.  
“They had an idea where he had sunk 
into the sand and that’s where the 
search was focused,” said Bell.  “Getting 
to the site was difficult.  We had to crawl 
along the lakeshore to get to the hill 
and then carefully take the excavator 
up.”  The excavation site was huge.  
Another construction company had a 
backhoe there as well and the crews 
worked in tandem as they carefully 
pulled sand back from the search area.  
“I was in the hole shouting instructions 
up to Kenny who relayed them to Dave 
while he operated the backhoe.”  Bell 
says they dug down about eleven feet 
and the backhoes had to keep pulling 
the sand back to keep it from falling in 
on the rescuers at the bottom as well 
as creating more danger for the child.  

After three hours of digging and 
searching, the 6-year-old child was 
pulled from the sand and whisked to 
a local hospital in critical condition.  
While the horrible accident could have 
ended tragically, a series of “miracles” 
are credited for his survival along with 
the help of the rescuers.  Mount Baldy 
is the tallest moving sand dune in the 
Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore Park.  
According to Bell, the very cause of the 
collapse of the dune was the saving 
factor that kept him alive during the 
search.  As the sand is blown from the 
shore it covers trees which eventually rot 
and die.  A rotten tree buried in the sand 
created a “sinkhole” that swallowed the 
boy but it also provided an air pocket.  
“The air pocket, along with the fact that 
the sand was damp and cool, lowered 
his body temperature so he didn’t need 
as much oxygen to survive according to 
the EMS workers,” said Bell.

For their part, Bell, Keen, and Woodruff 
are all just grateful that it turned out 
well.  “I’ve never experienced anything 
like that in my life.  It’s really hard to 
express how we all felt while we were 
searching for that child.”  The boy has 
since been released from the hospital and 
is recovering from his horrific experience.  
“We received a call from the father who 
was very emotional and wanted to 
personally thank us and Woodruff & Sons 
for helping to save his son,” said Bell.  “It’s 
very gratifying to know everything turned 
out very well for that family.”
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Drew Park Redevelopment
Phase 2

The project team started the River Road/US41 project in October 2012 and 
anticipates finishing by the end of this year.

River Road / US 41
Intersection Improvement
Project
The River Road/US 41 intersection 
project has gone smoothly for Woodruff 
& Sons, but according to Project 
Manager Matt Anderson, it hasn’t come 
without some challenges.  “Because 
we’re working on a major roadway, 
we’ve had to keep the traffic open at 
all times,” he says.  “We’ve been on the 
project for nearly a year and haven’t 
negatively affected traffic at all.” That’s 
easier said than done on a project that 
affects approximately 3,000 feet of 
River Road running north and south of 
US 41.  Improvements include a total 
reconstruction of River Road from two 
lanes to six and widening of US 41 to 
provide receiving lanes. 

Woodruff & Sons is also responsible 
for the construction of the storm water 
management system.  This system 
consists of a series of drainage pipes 
and swales that lead to different ponds.  
Within each pond is a littoral shelf that 
is planted with native grasses to act as 
a filter for the water that drains out of 
the ponds and directly to the Myakka 

River.  The Myakka River is a highly 
coveted natural resource of the State, 
and therefore, extra precautions need 
to be in place to ensure this resource 
is not disturbed in any way.  “Working 
in close proximity to this water body 
while having zero affect on it was a 
challenge, but years of experience and 
close attention to detail has been the 
key to our success,” says Anderson.

The project team started the River 
Road/US 41 project in October 2012 
and anticipates finishing by the end 
of this year.  “Weather is always an 
unpredictable issue and we’ve had a 
lot of extreme weather this year but 
we’re still on track,” he says. The project 
involves both the state and county with 
the local jurisdiction taking the lead.  
“There’s been great communication 
between everyone and things have 
gone very well. Our final phase is to 
move traffic to the new road pattern 
and make the finishing touches on 
what will be a great improvement for 
the community.”

From its beginning as the site for the 
City of Tampa’s first airfield, to an Army 
base, to a neighboring community 
situated on 720 acres next to Tampa 
International Airport, Drew Park has a 
long and interesting history within the 
city.   With very diverse business uses 
and a mix of residential, redevelopment 
of the area has taken a great deal of 
planning and community input on 
the part of the city’s Community 
Redevelopment Agency (CRA).

The Drew Park CRA includes 
approximately 651 acres, and is 
bordered by Tampa Bay Boulevard, 
North Dale Mabry Highway, 
Hillsborough Avenue and the Air 
Cargo Road.  Drew Park is home to a 
mix of healthy businesses and aging 
and inadequate infrastructure.  It has 
an obsolete street system yet is a very 
heavy traffic area for both vehicles 
and pedestrians.  There were many 
deteriorating buildings and a lack of 
landscaping and other amenities that 
were needed to make it a healthy, 
mixed-used urban neighborhood, but 
there has been significant growth and 
development in the area.

With the support of city leaders 
and the Drew Park community, the 
redevelopment effort is now in Phase 
2 of a multi-phase project to improve 
infrastructure, beautify the area, and 
create a positive environment for both 
business and residential use.  Woodruff 
& Sons expertise is playing a huge role 
in the improvements that will help the 
CRA meet its ultimate goals.  

“One of the biggest issues in Drew 
Park for decades has been flooding,” 
says Eric Epler, Project Manager.  “In 
the past stormwater drainage was 
handled through open roadside 
ditches. Standing water created 
significant problems for both vehicle 
and pedestrian traffic.”  Epler says 
the first task they completed was the 
construction of a large storm water 
pond as part of Phase I.  “The pond 
will collect storm water discharge 
from each of the future phases.”

Phase 2 requires Woodruff & Sons 
to completely rebuild Grady Avenue 
between Crest Avenue to the north 
and Dr. MLK Blvd. to the south of 
the CRA district.  A major component 
of this phase is the installation of 
approximately 3,900 linear feet of box 
culvert to alleviate flooding.”We are 
also installing storm piping that ties 
into the box culvert, relocating water 
and sanitary sewer lines,” says Epler.  

In addition to the underground 
infrastructure improvements, Drew 
Park will benefit from a facelift that 
includes new curbs, sidewalks, and 
landscaping.  The area has been 
almost devoid of vegetation but CRA 
plans call for sabal palms and other 
native Florida plants and trees that 
will both beautify and offer shade 
for residents and visitors who will be 
able to take a leisurely stroll along 
new sidewalks and enjoy the rebirth 
of their neighborhood.  Substantial 
completion of the project is scheduled 
for January 2014.

In addition to the underground 
infrastructure improvements, 
Drew Park will benefit from a 
facelift that includes new curbs, 
sidewalks, and landscaping.
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Woodruff & Sons is Proud to be Part of the
New Sun Hydraulics Facility in Sarasota

“Woodruff & Sons was very pleased to be able to work with General Contractor 
Halfacre Construction Company and Sun Hydraulics as a sub-contractor to dig 
a large pond and build a parking lot for Sun’s new facility in Sarasota,” said 
Matt Anderson, Project Manager.  “Sun made very creative use of the pond 
and actually took two walls of the facility into the pond, fusing the building 
and water.  It’s really a beautiful facility and it’s obvious aesthetics are very 
important to them.”

Explaining the processes that Woodruff & Sons went through, Anderson 
continued “We built an overly deep pond so that we were able to line it and 
put an additional six feet of dirt on top of the liner.  The lining gives better 
control of the water level and protection for the surrounding ecosystem.  The 
pond was shaped so that it meanders naturally with sloped sides.  We built it 
like Mother Nature would have.”

Woodruff & Sons started their portion of the project in 2012 by working on 
creating the new pond.  Halfacre Construction then built Sun’s facility next 
to the pond. The final phase of Woodruff & Sons’ work as sub-contractor on 
the project was to demolish the old parking lot and build the new one while 
maintaining adequate parking for employees. 

“We congratulate Sun Hydraulics on their expansion and Halfacre Construction, 
Ardaman & Associates, AM Engineering, and David W. Johnson Associates 
for developing a very eco-friendly and welcoming project that has a positive 
impact on our community,” says Anderson.“It’s really a beautiful facility and it’s obvious aesthetics are very 

important to them.”  - Matt Anderson, Project Manager

In 2011 when Woodruff & Sons wrapped up the first phase of the Harbour Isle 
project on Perico Island in Anna Maria Sound, it was the culmination of a six-
year dance to see the property developed.  Originally started as a development 
planned by The St. Joe Company in 2005, the project fell victim to a declining 
economy and work came to a screeching halt within twelve months.  But the 
investment of Canadian-based developer, Minto Properties, breathed new life into 
the island project in 2010 and the result is a beautiful and growing community 
in Manatee County.

The development is situated on the northern end of Perico Island on Anna Maria 
Sound.  Touted as one of Florida’s last private islands, the area is the epitome of 
tropical paradise with an extraordinary view of the Sound, and amenities that 
make it a very environmentally friendly and livable community.

As the completion of Phase 4-A nears, Project Manager Mike Nichols says there’s 
still a lot of potential growth to the unique community.  “This is an ongoing 
project with a lot of property to be developed,” he says.  “We’re getting ready to 
start Phase 3 so this will keep our crew busy for several months.”

Experts in working with the highly sensitive Florida landscape, Woodruff & Sons 
has been tapped to do the delicate work of installation of all of the utilities, 
grading, roadwork, sidewalks and general site development while carefully 
addressing erosion control and protection of wetland areas.

Nichols says the popularity of the island community comes in great part to the 
developer’s commitment to preserving the natural environment and creating an 
old Florida design and feel.  “It’s very eco-sensitive and allows the residents to 
really enjoy the natural amenities.  It’s upscale living with a laid-back island style.”

Harbour Isle Continues to Grow
The investment of Canadian-based developer, Minto Properties, 
breathed new life into the island project in 2010 and the result is a 
beautiful and growing community in Manatee County.
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The Diamond Avenue Trunk Storm 
Sewer Project is the third phase of 
an overall improvement project to 
North Walnut Street and the Lincoln 
Way West Intersection, Diamond 
Avenue Intersection at Lincoln Way 
West, and Diamond Avenue North 
to Vassar.  The city of South Bend 
project involves approximately 2,100 
linear feet of roads, curbs, sidewalks, 
utilities, and landscaping.
  

Our crew is tasked with construction 
of storm sewer, sanitary sewer 
replacement,water main replacement, 
and street lighting.  The most 
challenging part of the project 
according to Vice President Todd Bell, 
is the installation of the 84” reinforced 
concrete pipe.  “It requires the 
installation of deep wells to pull the 
water table down so the sewer pipe 
can be installed,” says Bell.  “Pumps 
are discharging water into a header 
that runs on top of the ground for the 
entire length of the project and into 
the existing storm sewer downstream.  
We are running 12 pumps at one 
time with each pumping about 300 
gallons a minute, creating 3,600 
gallons a minute at the discharge 
point.”  Woodruff & Sons began the 
utility work in April and anticipates 
completion this November.

Woodruff & Sons is pleased to be 
working with DR Horton, owner/
developer of two projects in an 
area that will offer new residential 
communities when completed.  
Both projects are in the early stages 
with target dates of initial phase 
completion in February 2014.

Bay Street Village is located in 
Osprey, Sarasota County.  The site is 
on 30 acres and will be developed in 
two phases.  When completed, both 
phases will have a proposed total 
of 209 condominiums.  Woodruff 
& Sons is currently completing 
earthwork that entails importing 
18,000 cubic yards of fill dirt and 
the excavation of 33,000 cubic 
yards.  “Our crews will install the 
sanitary and storm sewer,
water mains, and fire 
protection while keeping 

the existing neighboring utilities 
functional without interruption,” 
says Rick Losiniecki, Woodruff & 
Sons Project Manager.  Additional 
work includes modifying three 
existing lakes, constructing building 
pads for the condo units and 
amenity areas, and grading and 
installing paved roads.  

In Manatee County, The Enclave at 
University Groves is in its earliest 
phase of development. When 
completed the plan calls for both 
multi and single family residential.  
It’s located on 24 acres in the 
southern part of the county east of 
U.S. 301.  Woodruff & Sons Project 
Manager Eric Epler explains, “We 
have been selected to clear the land, 
provide erosion control, importing 
and placing fill, and constructing 
utilities and roadways.”  

Watch for an update to these two 
exciting projects in Woodruff & Sons’ 
next edition of Infrastructure Insights.

DR Horton Development
Woodruff & Sons
Newest Client


