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Quality Begins At Ground Level

It’s the motto that has been the guiding 
focus for Woodruff & Sons for the past 
68 years, and we suspect it is the reason 
that we have been able to build long-
lasting relationships with clients who 
repeatedly choose Woodruff & Sons 
for their projects.

Like the roads we build, the 
relationships with our clients, sub-
contractors, suppliers, and employees 
offer the strength and quality support 
for the foundation of our business.  
These relationships are built on trust and 
confidence.  When we put our name on 
a project, it is the result of a partnership 
that is focused on maintaining the 
highest expectations from everyone on 
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our team with a final product that we 
can all be very proud of.  Exceeding 
expectations and creating a win-win 
for our company, our clients and the 
community is our ultimate goal.

Our business was built on many 
handshakes.  While that type of 
informal commitment is a thing of 
the past, we still believe in that kind 
of honesty and trust and we work 
with many other people who value 
the same level of integrity.   While 
today’s business is based on the 
bidding process, and offering the 
lowest and best bid is vital to earning 
the project, we’re grateful that the 
strong relationships we have with 

our clients offers us the 
opportunity to earn their 
business more frequently.  

They know the care and 
commitment we have for 

each project and continue to 
send their RFP’s (Requests For 
Proposals) our way.  For that 
we are very grateful!

           Our team partnerships
     are built on trust
           and quality
   as well.

Welcome to Infrastructure Insights
Talking about industry developments, innovations and projects

Soleil Project Gets New Life

Manatee County’s Department of Natural 
Resources is hoping that ‘birds of a feather 
will flock together’ at The Rookery recently 
completed by Woodruff & Sons in Phase II 
of its Perico Preserve.   The effort to attract 
a variety of birds, including endangered 
species, called for the excavation of a 16 
acre pond with an island in the middle 
that links to the Perico Bayou creating a 
seagrass mitigation area as well.

“At one time this was an agricultural area,” 
said Eric Epler, Woodruff & Sons Project 
Manager.   “Our crews had to dig 175,000 
cubic yards of material for the pond and 
left dirt in the middle which we shaped 
up to create the island.”  Epler said the   
  island will eventually sprout mangroves 

which will grow and create a new habitat 
for the birds.  As a county park, Woodruff 
& Sons also built a visitor parking area and 
connected an entrance to SR 64, according 
to FDOT requirements.  

The depth of the pond was critical for the 
growth of seagrass.  “It had to be two feet 
below normal sea level for the seagrass to 
thrive,” said Epler. Once the Woodruff & 
Sons crew removed the topsoil they found 
pine roots throughout.  “This discovery 
created a slight delay as we began 
excavating the roots.”  If left there, the roots 
would have created an oyster bed and 
prevented the seagrass from growing.
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Many times we will work with sub-
contractors who may not offer the 
lowest bid, but who we know through 
previous experience to be reliable and 
as committed as we are to delivering 
the quality product we expect.  
Counting on a sub-contractor to be 
ready and highly capable of working 
where and when we need them is key 
to knowing that they will do their best 
and the finished product will reflect 
positively on our company.

We work hard to build an honest, 
fair and safe work environment for 
our employees.  We always try to do 
our best by them and we believe it is 
reflected in our many long standing 
relationships and the mutual loyalty we 
share.  Of our 186 employees, 41 have 
been with us 20 or more years, another 
34 have been here 10-20 years, and 
3 people have been with Woodruff & 
Sons for over 40 years. 

 Our mission statement sums up our 
philosophy and the approach we take 
with every project:  We continually strive 
to exceed expectations and be the leader of 
our industry using innovation, integrity and 
professionalism.  Our qualified personnel 
and unequaled resources provide the 
highest quality for every project.  We are 
proud of our accomplishments and our 
highly respected reputation which has 
been sealed with our family name since 
1946.  We are committed to our family 
of employees with a fair, honest and safe 
working environment.

We are proud and grateful for the 
many long-term relationships we enjoy 
and look forward to building new 
relationships based on quality, trust, 
and hard work.  Thank you for allowing 
us to be part of your team!

The Rookery Offers
New Habitat in
Perico Preserve

‘Take pride in your 
work, do it right the 
first time, and respect 
the other person and 
his property.’

With best regards,
    Don and Bruce Woodruff
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New U.S. 41 and River Road 
Intersection Offers Drivers
Improved Experience

Indiana State Prison 
Sewer Screening Facility 
Keeps Things Moving!
An old prison received a significant 
upgrade to its sewer screening facilities.  
Built in the late 1800’s, Indiana State 
Prison was in need of a “bigger, better” 
screening facility and Woodruff & Sons 
was awarded the job.  The project 
expands the prison’s capacity for 
filtering items out of its sewage before 
they can make their way into the local 
town’s system.

“It’s amazing what gets flushed down 
the toilets from prison cells,” said Todd 
Bell, Woodruff & Sons Vice-President.  
“There are all types of plastics, 
items from the cafeteria, and other 
contraband that gets flushed when 
prison guards start searching cells.”  The 
screening facility filters out the debris, 
sends it up a conveyor to be rinsed in 
an auger, compressed, and ultimately 
disposed of in the garbage.

Woodruff & Sons crews constructed 
the new screening building, complete 
with two bar screens, two auger 
washers/compactors, and all of 
the associated control equipment.  
The project included a new flow 
meter structure, sanitary sewers 
and manholes to reroute the prison 
sanitary sewer flow through the new 
screening facilities.  The final touches 
on the project included fencing, 
access drive, site drainage facilities, 
and landscaping that features a rain 
garden.  A permanent natural gas 
generator was included to ensure the 
system can operate in the event of a 
power failure.

“This system is high tech with a lot of 
alarms to detect any problems and 
surveillance cameras that allow for 
real-time viewing of its operation,” 
said Bell.  “The system really keeps 
things moving and protects the 
surrounding community from issues 
that can arise when debris is allowed 
in the sewer system.” 

Another successful project by Woodruff & Sons offers a less congested and 
better motoring experience for drivers using the U.S. 41 and River Road 
intersection.  “We completed the project on time and under budget,” said Matt 
Anderson, Woodruff & Sons Project Manager.  “All parties are very pleased 
with the results and it’s something we and the community can be very proud 
of.”   The project, which involved both state and local jurisdictions, included 
total reconstruction of River Road from two to six lanes and widening of 
U.S. 41 to provide receiving lanes.

DR Horton’s Bay Street  
Village Project Complete
The Woodruff & Sons Bay Street Village project in Osprey, Florida is 
complete.  Owners DR Horton are planning for a model opening in May 
to showcase the new development.  “During construction, the installation 
of the deep sewers gave us the most challenge but once out of the deep 
cuts we were able to move at a steady pace,” said Rick Losiniecki, Project 
Manager.  “For the most part, this project went very smoothly with 
minimal problems. It was a pleasure to work with our new client DR Horton 
and Banks Engineering, (Engineer of Record).”   Woodruff & Sons crews 
installed the sanitary and storm sewer, water mains, and fire protection as 
well as modified three existing lakes. We also brought the building pads 
for the units and amenity area up to grade and installed the roads.

The project included a new flow 
meter structure, sanitary sewers 
and manholes to reroute the prison 
sanitary sewer flow through the new 
screening facilities.
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What do a local Bradenton community church and an athletic field have 
in common?  Both have benefitted from the expertise of Willis Smith 
General Contractor and Woodruff & Sons as sub-contractor on their most 
recent projects.

Completed last fall, the Moore Athletic Complex at Turner Field on the 
campus of St. Stephen’s Episcopal High School, is a $5 million addition 
to the school’s facility.  As sub-contractor, Woodruff & Sons installed 
sewer and water, performed site grading, installed clay for the baseball 
field, excavated multiple retention ponds, and installed parking lots, 
sidewalks and shell pathways throughout the athletic area.  The complex 
includes a new football field, track, baseball, and softball fields.

“While we did the rough grading for the football field, we were involved 
in the creation of the baseball field to the finished product from installing 
the clay to building the mounds and diamond,” said Mike Nichols, 
Woodruff & Sons Director of Project Management.  “It was an interesting 
project to be involved in.”

Now we are working with Willis Smith on an expansion project for 
Bayside Community Church.  “This is a growing church and the expansion 
is needed to accommodate the larger congregation,” said Nichols.    

Willis Smith
General Contractor
Taps Woodruff & Sons 
for Local Projects
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Woodruff & Sons is providing the grading, sanitary and storm sewer and water 
main, along with the parking lots, roadways, sidewalks, curbs and gutters.  
In addition to excavation of a retention pond, they will construct needed 
improvements, including turn lanes, at the church’s entrance on State Road 64.

“We worked on an accelerated schedule in order to allow the building 
crews to get to the property and get their work done before going back 
for the finishing touches,” said Nichols.  He anticipates the project will be 
finished later this year.

“This is a growing church and the expansion 
is needed to accommodate the larger 
congregation,” said Nichols.    
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Soleil Project Gets New Life

Located in Manatee County off 
University Parkway, the raw land 
was covered with trees and because 
it was the end of the rainy season, 
half of it was underwater when work 
began last August.  “We had to dig 
ditches so the water would drain 
and the land would dry before we 
were able to clear the trees,” said 
Eric Epler, Woodruff & Sons Project 
Manager.  “It was a bit challenging.”  
Once cleared, Woodruff & Sons 
performed site infrastructure work 
including installation of sanitary and 
storm sewer water lines, sidewalks, 
curbs, and roadways for Phase II.  
We also rehabbed a lift station on 
the property next door that had 
been built by the previous owner.

“This was a nice project for DR 
Horton and Woodruff & Sons,” 
said Epler.  “We met our client’s 
expectation of a quick finish, 
starting the project in August and 
wrapping it up this past March.”

Phase I of the Soleil project is finished 
and Woodruff & Sons played a major 
role in its completion.

DR Horton Selects 
Woodruff & Sons for 
Vilano Estates Project
After successfully completing their Bay 
Street Village Project and their Soleil 
Project this year, Woodruff & Sons 
crews have moved to DR Horton’s 
Vilano Estates as its prime contractor 
for infrastructure development.  The 
172 acre site was previously an upscale 
golf course in Sarasota County and once 
completed will be transformed into 
a 126 single-family unit community. 

Woodruff and Sons enlisted the 
help of Sarasota Land Services (SLS) 
as a trusted subcontractor to ensure 
that the tight schedule the owner 
required was met. Rick Losiniecki, 
Project Manager said,  “We asked SLS 
to help us out with the earthwork, as 
our earth crews are currently busy on 
other projects.” 

Construction of the site will occur in 
two phases. Phase 1 involves 92 acres 
and will include the demolition of 
the vacated clubhouse, digging nine 
retention ponds, and handling more
than 300,000 cubic yards of fill dirt, 
and bringing lots to grade.  Additional 
aspects of the project include building 
a sewage pump station 28 feet deep, 
installing more than 4 miles of 
sanitary, storm, water and irrigation 
lines, and building over a mile of 
roadway.

The project started in February, 
2014, with a scheduled completion 

date of December, 2014. 


